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Introduction to Anthropology 

ANTH 1101-005 

Fall 2012 

TT 11:00-12:15 

 

Instructor 

Elise Berman 

Office: 249 Barnard 

Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-10 AM 

 

TA 

Josie Karout 

skarout@uncc.edu 

Office: 244A Barnard 

Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 12:30-2:30 

 

 What does it mean to be human? This course is an exploration of human nature and 

human variation across time and space. The many questions that we will discuss include: how 

did humans evolve? How have societies changed over time? What is culture? How is language 

different from non-human communication? What are the connections between language, culture, 

and thought? What is race? How do different societies differentially understand gender and age? 

Is morality relative to cultural context? What is the influence of globalization on people and 

culture?  

 This class is designed to pique your interest in the study of humans as cultural beings and 

show the importance of anthropology to everyday life while also introducing the four fields of 

anthropology: biological anthropology, archaeology, linguistic anthropology, and cultural 

anthropology. We will focus not on thinking of these subfields as four disparate disciplines but 

rather as four perspectives that, when combined, provide a holistic understanding of human life.  

 

Texts 

Podolefsky, Aaron et al. 2011. Applying Anthropology: An Introductory Reader. Tenth Edition. 

New York: McGraw-Hill. (Abbreviated as AA) 

Tattersall, Ian. 2002. Monkey in the Mirror. Florida: Harcourt Books. (Abbreviated as MM) 

 (Some articles do not come from these books and will be available on Moodle.) 

 

Clicker 

We will be using a clicker in this class. You are expected to obtain one at the UNC Charlotte 

bookstore. There will be a clicker quiz on August 23
rd

. Clicking in will also count toward your 

participation points starting on August 23
rd

. Make sure that you register your device on Moodle. 

If you do not register it I will not know that you have participated and you will loose points.  
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

The course instructor may modify the standards and requirements set forth in this syllabus at any 

time. Notice of such changes will be by announcement in class or by e-mail and will be 

posted on Moodle.   

 

Attendance and Participation: You are expected to attend every class, complete the reading ahead 

of time (including any supplements that I may add to the syllabus or announce in class), and 

participate in class discussions. If you miss class or are late to class more than twice you will 

be penalized and your participation grade will be adjusted according to the percentage of 

classes you missed. Clicking responses to quiz questions or discussion questions will indicate 

whether or not you attended class. Your participation grade will also depend partly (but not 

completely) on your clicker responses. In class discussions there are no right or wrong 

answers so any clicker response counts as full marks EXCEPT for occasional trick questions 

designed to test whether you are actually paying attention. For example, I may ask, “Are you 

Michelangelo?” Clearly, if you click “yes” that is the wrong answer. You are also expected 

to participate in verbal group discussions and in-class assignments.  

Reading quizzes, post-lecture quizzes, and assignments: There will frequently be a quiz on the 

reading at the beginning of class. These are open book clicker quizzes. While they are open 

book, you MAY NOT collaborate with other students on them. Quizzes will not be 

announced ahead of time, you should be prepared for a quiz every day. If you are late to 

class, you miss the quiz. If you forget your clicker, you miss the quiz. I will drop your lowest 

three quiz grades. I will announce post lecture quizzes. They will be on Moodle and must be 

completed before the next class period. You will also occasionally be asked to contribute to 

an online forum or complete other assignment. 

Group project: You will work in groups of five on a project in which you will analyze human 

activity somewhere on campus combining biological, archaeological, linguistic, and cultural 

perspectives. Details will be handed out in class. 

Midterm exam: You will have an in-class, multiple choice midterm exam. You will be 

responsible for all readings, lectures, and assignments.  

Final exam: You will have a multiple-choice final exam administered during the exam period. 

The exam is cumulative. You will be responsible for all readings, lectures, and assignments. 

 

Grade Breakdown 

  Attendance and Participation 15% 

  Post reading and post lecture quizzes 15%  

  Project 20% 

  Midterm exam 20% 

  Final exam 30%  
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Course Policies 

 

Academic Integrity 

As a student at UNC Charlotte you are bound by the Code of Student Academic Integrity, the 

Code of Student Responsibility, and the Noble Niner Code. It is your responsibility to read these 

policies and abide by them. They are available at http://legal.uncc.edu/policies/up-407.  A first 

violation of these policies will result in a zero for the assignment and may result in disciplinary 

action. A second violation may result in an F for the course and disciplinary action.  

 Cheating includes (but is not limited to): 

- Copying from another student’s paper or clicker. 

- Receiving unauthorized assistance from another student or device (such as a phone) 

during exams and quizzes. 

- Sending someone else to take an exam or click in during class. 

- Copying someone else’s answers on a Moodle quiz.  

- Clicking in for another student or providing answers to another student. 

 

Late Work 

You may not make-up reading quizzes. As for post lecture quizzes and the project, I take off 

3.3% each day that an assignment is late (i.e. a 90% would go down to 86.7%). You may not 

take an exam on any day other than the scheduled time unless you meet the criteria for excused 

absences indicated below. 

 

Extensions and Excused Absences  

I do not give extensions or excused absences unless: 

1. You have a medical emergency. You must provide written proof (i.e. a doctor’s note). 

I may ask you to contact the Dean of Students office, have them verify your 

emergency, and contact me.  

2. There is a death or medical emergency in your family. You must contact the Dean of 

Students Office for help and have them contact me.  

3. You have a religious conflict. You must inform me by August 31
st
 whether you will 

need a religious accommodation at some point in time in the course.  

In respect to electronic assignments, it is your responsibility to complete them significantly 

ahead of time such that you can deal with any technical issues. 

 

Students with Disabilities 

I am happy to work with students with disabilities. You must first consult with the Office of 

Disability Services and follow the instructions of that office for obtaining accommodations.   

 

If I am late to class 

If I am late in arriving to class, you must wait a full 20 minutes after the start of class before you 

may leave without being counted absent, or you must follow any written instructions I may give 

you about my anticipated tardiness.   

 

Canceled Meetings 

I encourage you to schedule a meeting meet Josie or me in office hours or to make an 

appointment. If you have made an appointment and then found that you cannot make it, you must 
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cancel it twelve hours before our meeting. If you simply miss a meeting, your participation grade 

will suffer. I will not reschedule missed meetings.  

 

Cell phones and Internet 

The use of cell phones, smart phones, or other mobile communication devices is disruptive, and 

is therefore prohibited during class. Except in emergencies, those using such devices must leave 

the classroom for the remainder of the class period.  Students are permitted to use computers 

during class for note-taking and other class-related work only. Doing otherwise will negatively 

affect your participation grade.  

 

Email 

Please first consult the syllabus before asking about deadlines or administrative details. Then 

contact Josie first with questions; she will forward e-mails that she cannot answer to me.  

 

Bad Weather 

I do not cancel class for bad weather. If the university is open, class is in session. 

 

Additional responsibilities 

- Work hard, think critically, and apply yourself 

- Make an appointment with me or Josie if you are confused or having trouble with the 

class.  

- Enjoy anthropology!  
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CLASS SCHEDULE  

 

BEING HUMAN  

Human Nature and Variation  

 Aug 21:  Introduction 

 Aug 23 Bohannan “Shakespeare in the Bush” (AA Ch. 30)   

   Assignment: Forum Introduction 

Evolution 

 Aug 28  Marks “Rescuing Science from the Scientists” (Moodle)   

 Aug 30  Tattersall “Evolution: Why so Misunderstood?” (MM Ch. 2) 

   Biological Anthropology (AA pp. 3-5)   

    

Becoming Human 

 Sept 4  Smuts “What are Friends For?” (AA Ch. 1) 

   King “Apes, Hominids, and the Roots of Religion” (AA Ch. 7) 

 Sept 6 Tattersall “Human Evolution and the Art of Climbing Trees” (MM Ch. 4)  

     Zimmer “Great Mysteries of Human Evolution” (AA Ch. 3) 

 Sept 11 Tattersall “Who Were the Neanderthals, and Enigmatic Arrival” (Moodle)  

 

Speaking and Thinking Cultural Beings  

 Sept 13 Tattersall “How Did We Achieve Humanity?” (MM Ch. 6) 

    Linguistic Anthropology (AA pp. 157-158) 

 Sept 18 Boroditsky “Lost in Translation” (AA Ch. 27) 

   Boxer Manipulating Meaning: The Military Name Game (Moodle) 

 Sept 20 Basso “To Give Up on Words” (AA Ch. 24) 

 Sept 25 Geertz “Thick Description” (Moodle)  

   

CHANGING WAYS OF LIFE  

Hunters and Gatherers: The First Affluent Society 

 Sept 27 Lee “The Hunters: Scarce Resources in the Kalahari” (Moodle) 

   Cultural Anthropology (AA pp. 197-199) 

 Oct 2 Lee “Eating Christmas in the Kalahari” (AA Ch. 31)  

  Shostak “Nisa” (selections on Moodle)  

OCT 4  MIDTERM EXAM  

 Oct. 9 No Class – Student Recess 

 Oct. 11 Whitaker “Ancient Bodies, Modern Customs, and Our Health” (AA Ch. 9) 

 

Oct 12 Midterm grades posted (35% of your final grade has been determined by this  

  time.) 
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Settling Down, Inequality, and Globalization 

 Oct. 16 Cohen “Were Early Agriculturalists Less Healthy than Food Collectors?” 

(Moodle)  

  Goodman and Armelagos “Disease and Death at Dr. Dickson’s Mounds” (AA Ch. 

16) 

  Archaeology (AA pp. 85-87)  

 Oct 18 Jones “Clean Your Plate” (AA Ch. 22) 

  Diamond “Easter’s End” (Moodle) 

 Oct 23  TBA (on inequality)  

  “Anderson “Just Another Job? The Commodification of Domestic Labor” (AA  

  Ch. 44)  

 Oct 25 Lacy “Moral Fibers of Farmer Cooperatives (AA Ch. 48)    

  Patten “Malawi Versus the World Bank” (Moodle) 

   Oct 30 Smith “Cellphones, Sharing, and Social Status in an African Society” (Moodle)  

  Hafner “Coming of Age in Palo Alto” (Moodle) 

 

HUMAN DIVERSITY 

Physical Variation 

 Nov 1 Marks “Just How Different is Different?” (Moodle) 

  Bogin “The Tall and the Short of It” (AA Ch. 11) 

 Nov 6 Gravlee “How Race Becomes Biology” (AA Ch. 8) 

 

Kinship, Gender, and Age 

 Nov 8 Hrdy “Mothers and Others” (AA Ch. 6)  

  Arthur “Feminine Knowledge and Skill Reconsidered: Women and Flaked Stone  

  Tools” (AA Ch. 14) 

 Nov 13 Small “How Many Fathers are Best for a Child?” (AA Ch. 33) 

  Kessen “The American Child and Other Cultural Inventions” (Moodle)  

 Nov 15 Rosoe “Strange Country This” (AA Ch. 36)  

  Abu-Lughod “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” (AA Ch. 49)  

 

Religion, the Body, and the Self  

 Nov 20 Miner “Body Ritual Among the Nacirema” (AA Ch. 29) 

 Nov 22 No class Thanksgiving 

 Nov 27 Fadiman “The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down” (pp 3-11, 60-77)   

  (Moodle) 

 Nov 29 “Emotions Have Many Faces: Inuit Lessons” (Moodle)  

   

Even More Applications 

 Dec. 4 Gould “Identifying Victims after a Disaster” (AA Ch. 12) 



8 

 

  Rhode “Army Enlists Anthropology in War Zones” (AA Ch.47) 

 

Dec 11  11:00-1:30 Final Exam  

 

 


