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AFRICAN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (POLS 3169/AFRS 4105) FALL 2016 

Monday/Wednesday 2:00-3:15 p.m. 

Friday 106 
 

Professor:  Dr. Beth Elise Whitaker   Email: bwhitaker@uncc.edu  

Office:   Fretwell 445H    Phone: 704-687-7479    

Office hours:  Monday/Wednesday 1-2 p.m. and by appointment (Fretwell 445H) 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Long marginalized within the international system, Africa has received renewed interest in recent years. 

External actors seek connections with African countries on a range of issues, including energy supplies, 

trade and investment, and humanitarian concerns. Celebrities like Bono, George Clooney, and Angelina 

Jolie have brought attention to the continent in their own ways. Within Africa, leaders have demonstrated 

greater willingness to intervene in the affairs of their neighbors, with positive and negative effects. This 

course aims to increase students’ understanding of African international relations within the continent and 

beyond. We examine the historical context, the politics of aid dependence, conflict and security in the 

region, and Africa’s external relations (including with Europe, China, and especially the United States). 

Through lectures, articles, non-fictional accounts, documentaries, and debates, students will learn to better 

understand the news they hear about Africa and to evaluate U.S. policy in the region. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Students must complete the following requirements, with points distributed as noted: 

15 % Participation (includes attendance, discussion, etc.) 

  5 %  Map quiz 

  5 % Debate  

10 % Book quizzes  

15 % Situation report  

25 % Midterm exam 

25 % Final exam 

 

Participation: You should keep up with the assigned readings and come to class prepared. Attendance is 

required and quality contributions will be rewarded. Each class begins with a discussion of current events 

in Africa (check http://www.bbc.com/news/world/africa and http://allafrica.com for updates). 

 

Map quiz: The quiz will cover the locations and names of countries and major cities from the attached 

map. Spelling counts for countries only; you will match city names to the appropriate countries. 

 

Debate: Each student is required to participate as part of a team in one of three debates. The class will be 

divided into six teams, two for each debate; students will receive individual grades. The general topics are 

listed in the syllabus. Specific resolutions and detailed instructions will be posted on Canvas. 

 

Book quizzes: The quizzes will test your knowledge about the two assigned books (Damisa Moyo’s Dead 

Aid and Ishmael Beah’s memoir A Long Way Gone). If you have read the books thoroughly, you should 

not have problems with these questions. 

 

Situation report: Each student will write a 2,000-word report about a current event in African 

international relations (i.e. something in the news). The report should include an overview of the 

situation, background, analysis, and international implications. Further guidelines will be posted on 

Canvas and all reports must be submitted to turnitin.com.  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world/africa
http://allafrica.com/
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Exams: The midterm will cover material from the first half of the course and the final will cover material 

from the second half. Each exam will include six short answer questions and one essay question. The 

exams will be conducted through Canvas with a two-hour time limit and will be open book. 

 

REQUIRED READING MATERIALS: 
The books listed below are available at the bookstore. Readings marked with an asterisk (*) are posted on 

Canvas (http://canvas.uncc.edu). The site also includes lecture slides, grades, useful links, and other course 

information. For assignment changes and other updates, check your UNC Charlotte email account regularly. 

 

*Whitaker, Beth Elise, and John F. Clark. Forthcoming. Africa’s International Relations: Local, 

Regional, Global. (draft manuscript—chapters posted individually on Canvas) 

Moyo, Damisa. 2009. Dead Aid: Why Aid is not Working and How There is a Better Way for 

Africa. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

Beah, Ishmael. 2007. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. New York: Farrar, Straus 

and Giroux. 

 

LECTURE AND READING SCHEDULE (subject to change): 

 

Historical Context  

 

August 24: Introduction & overview 

*Worth, Robert F. 2002. “In New York Tickets, Ghana Sees Orderly City.” The New York Times 

(July 22). 

 

August 29: Africa in international relations 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 1: “Understanding Africa’s International Relations” 

 

August 31: “Good Fortune” documentary  

*de Waal, Alex. 1997. “Democratizing the Aid Encounter in Africa.” International Affairs 73(4): 

623-639. 

 

September 7 & 12: Colonialism and its legacy (MAP QUIZ MONDAY SEPT. 12th) 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 2: “From kingdoms to states” 

*Herbst, Jeffrey. 1989. “The creation and maintenance of national boundaries in Africa.” 

International Organization 43(4): 673-692. 

*Schemm, Paul. 2015. “How a breakaway region of Somalia hopes to build a new country.” The 

Washington Post (December 26). 

 

September 14 & 19: Cold War competition for Africa  

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 3: “The Cold War Period” 

*David, Steven R. 1991. “Explaining Third World Alignment.” World Politics 43(2): 233-256.  

 

The Politics of Aid Dependence 

 

September 21: Foreign aid and economic development 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 4: “Foreign Aid and Economic Conditionality” 

 

September 26: DEBATE #1 on the Product (Red)™ campaign (Teams A & B) 

*Richey, Lisa Ann, and Stefano Ponte. 2008. “Better (Red)™ than Dead? Celebrities, 

consumption, and international aid.” Third World Quarterly 29(4): 711-729. 

 

http://canvas.uncc.edu/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/how-a-breakaway-region-of-somalia-hopes-to-build-a-new-country/2015/12/26/47ae8f76-a441-11e5-8318-bd8caed8c588_story.html
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September 28: Foreign aid and political reform 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 5: “External Pressures for Political Reform” 

*Dunning, Thad. 2004. “Conditioning the Effects of Aid: Cold War Politics, Donor Credibility, 

and Democracy in Africa.” International Organization 58(2): 409-423. 

 

October 3: The pursuit of African integration 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 6: “The Elusive Goal of African Unity” 

 

October 5: DEBATE #2 on African participation in the International Criminal Court (Teams C & D) 

*Cronin-Furman, Kate. 2015. “Is the International Criminal Court really targeting black men?” 

Monkey Cage political science blog, The Washington Post (June 17).  

 

October 12: BOOK QUIZ and discussion about Damisa Moyo’s Dead Aid (read entire book) 

 

October 17: MIDTERM EXAM (available on Canvas at 8:00 a.m. for 24 hours) 

 

Conflict and Security in Africa 

 

October 19 & 24: Regional security challenges 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 7: “Conflict and its Regionalization” 

*Gleditsch, Kristian Skrede, Idean Salehyan, and Kenneth Schultz. 2008. “Fighting at Home, 

Fighting Abroad: How Civil Wars Lead to International Disputes.” Journal of Conflict 

Resolution 52(4): 479-506. 

 

October 26: DEBATE #3 on conflict minerals provisions of the Dodd-Frank Law (Teams E & F)  

*Seay, Laura. 2014. “Did cutting access to mineral wealth reduce violence in the DRC?” Monkey 

Cage political science blog, The Washington Post (March 25).  

 

October 31 & November 2: The politics of humanitarian assistance 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 8: “Peacekeeping and Humanitarian Assistance” 

*Autesserre, Séverine. 2012. “Dangerous tales: Dominant narratives on the Congo and their 

unintended consequences.” African Affairs 111(443): 202-222. (also watch “Kony 2012”) 

 

November 7: Refugees and migration 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 9: “The Politics of Migration” 

*Jacobsen, Karen. 2002. “Can refugees benefit the state? Refugee resources and African 

statebuilding.” Journal of Modern African Studies 40(4): 577-596. 

 

November 9: BOOK QUIZ and discussion about Ishmael Beah’s A Long Way Gone (read entire book) 

 

Africa’s External Relations 

 

November 14 & 16: Africa and Europe 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 11: “Africa and Europe” 

*de Haas, Hein. 2008. “The Myth of Invasion: the inconvenient realities of African migration to 

Europe.” Third World Quarterly 29(7): 1305-1322. 

 

November 21: Africa and the emerging powers 

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 12: “Africa and the Emerging Powers” 

*Mohan, Giles, and Ben Lampert. 2012. “Negotiating China: Reinserting African Agency into 

China-African Relations.” African Affairs 112(446): 92-110. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/06/17/is-the-international-criminal-court-really-targeting-black-men/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2014/03/25/did-cutting-access-to-mineral-wealth-reduce-violence-in-the-drc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4MnpzG5Sqc
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November 28 & 30: U.S. policy toward Africa  

*Whitaker & Clark, Chapter 10: “Africa and the United States” 

*Power, Samantha. 2001. “Bystanders to Genocide.” Atlantic Monthly (September). 

 

December 5: Securitization of U.S.-African relations (SITUATION REPORT DUE) 

*Whitaker, Beth Elise. 2013. “Why it’s hard for the U.S. to fight terrorism and promote 

democracy in East Africa.” Monkey Cage blog, The Washington Post (October 8). 

*Menkhaus, Ken. 2010. “Stabilisation and humanitarian access in a collapsed state: the Somali 

case.” Disasters 34(3): 320-341. 

 

December 7: Building a constituency for Africa in the United States  

*Theodore, Wendy. 2008. “The Declining Appeal of Diasporic Connections: African American 

Organising for South Africa, Haiti and Rwanda.” Global Society 22(2): 297-318. 

 

December 12: FINAL EXAM (available on Canvas at 8:00 a.m. for 24 hours)  

 

PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOR: 
You are all adults and will be treated as such. In return, you are expected to behave as adults and to conduct 

yourself in a professional manner. This includes addressing the professor appropriately, using proper 

grammar and punctuation in your emails, and treating one another with respect. Examples of unprofessional 

behavior include but are not limited to: leaving your phone on during class, texting during class, leaving class 

once it has started (unless it is an absolute emergency), arriving late to class, and emailing the professor as if 

you were sending a text message to a friend. As adults, you can decide what are legitimate reasons to miss 

class; I do not get into the business of determining excused absences versus unexcused absences. Instead, you 

are given two “personal days” during the semester to use as you wish; any additional absences after these two 

will be penalized. Obviously, you cannot earn participation points for days that you do not attend class. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  

Students have the responsibility to know and observe the requirements of The UNC Charlotte Code of 

Student Academic Integrity (http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-105.html). This code forbids cheating, 

fabrication or falsification of information, multiple submissions of academic work, plagiarism, abuse of 

academic materials, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Students who violate the code can be expelled 

from UNC Charlotte. The normal penalty for a first offense is zero credit on the work involving dishonesty 

and further substantial reduction of the course grade. In almost all cases the course grade is reduced to "F." 

Standards of academic integrity will be enforced in this course. Students are expected to report cases of 

academic dishonesty to the course instructor.  As a condition of taking this course, all required papers are 

subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All 

submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the 

purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. 

 

COUNSELING CENTER: 
The Counseling Center offers individual counseling, group counseling, couples counseling, and 

consultative services at no charge to students. Students come to counseling to get help for a variety of 

concerns, including anxiety, symptoms of depression, and relationship issues. To make an initial 

appointment with a counselor, call 704-687-0311 or stop by the center at 158 Atkins.  This first session 

will help you assess your needs with a counselor and make a plan for how best to address your concerns. 

The Counseling Center also offers outreach programs including prevention, awareness, and education 

about mental health treatment. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2013/10/08/why-its-hard-for-the-u-s-to-fight-terrorism-and-promote-democracy-in-east-africa/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2013/10/08/why-its-hard-for-the-u-s-to-fight-terrorism-and-promote-democracy-in-east-africa/
http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-105.html

