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1 Course Description

This course is intended as a survey of the key concepts and theories of international rela-
tions. We will take a look at the established schools of thought in international politics, as
well as analyze contemporary developments in the field related to topics such as conflict,
cooperation, and political economy. The primary goal of this course is to give students a
better understanding of how individuals, nation-states and international institutions interact
to produce the outcomes we see in world politics. Students will be given the opportunity
to develop their analytical skills by applying the concepts learned in this course to current
events in international relations.

2 Course Materials

The required textbook for this course:

• Nau, Henry R. 2012. Perspectives on International Relations, 3rd edition. Washington:
CQ Press. ISBN #9781604267327.

The book is available in the University bookstore, Grey’s Bookstore, or via an online book-
seller. Be sure to purchase the correct edition of the book. You can ensure that you have the
correct edition by comparing the ISBN number listed above against the one printed above
the bar code on the back of your textbook. In addition to readings from the textbook, we
will also discuss a variety of other readings. Each of these readings will be available on
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Moodle (moodle.uncc.edu). It is up to you to download and print the readings individually
prior to each class. You are expected to do the assigned readings before the class period
indicated on the syllabus.

3 Evaluation

• Exam #1 (60 points)

• Exam #2 (60 points)

• Exam #3 (100 points)

Total Points = 220

3.1 Grading Scale

A 90-100
B 80-89
C 70-79
D 60-69
F 59 and below

3.2 Exams

You will take three (3) exams in this course. The first two are unit exams, which only cover
material since the previous exam (or from the beginning of the semester in the case of the
first exam). The third exam is the final exam and covers material from the entire semester.
The exams will be based on both lectures and readings and they contain multiple choice
and true/false questions. The first two exams each count for 60 points, while the final exam
counts for 100 points of your final course grade.

4 Administrative Policies

4.1 Course Website and Email

The course website can be accessed through Moodle (moodle.uncc.edu). Please check this
site regularly for readings and other updates. Announcements may be sent out via email or
posted directly on Moodle. You are responsible for all information disseminated via Moodle
and/or email. If you send me an email on a weekday during business hours, I will respond
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to you that same day. If you send me an email on an evening, weekend or holiday, I will
respond to you the following business day.

4.2 Attendance

I do not take attendance in this course. However, I cannot stress enough how important it
is to attend class. Many students find the course challenging, and most of the concepts will
require clarification. Furthermore, I will frequently discuss information in class that is not

included in the readings. You will be responsible for that information on the exams, and I
will not repeat that information to you one-on-one during my office hours. I also will not

post my lectures slides to Moodle. Missing just a couple classes could dramatically
harm your grade. In other words, you may miss class at your own risk.

4.3 Absences from Exams

Missed exams will only be rescheduled under extraordinary circumstances or if you have
received prior approval of your absence and you have documentation explaining why you
cannot be in class that day. I reserve the right to determine what constitutes an extraordinary
circumstance.

4.4 Academic Integrity

Each student in this course is expected to abide by the UNC Charlotte Code of Student
Academic Integrity. In short, this means that cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.
Students violating the Academic Honesty Policy in this course will receive a minimum penalty
of a grade of zero for the assignment or test in question and may receive an “F” in the course
and referral to Judicial Services.

4.5 Students with Disabilities

UNC Charlotte is committed to ensuring equal academic opportunities and inclusion for
students with disabilities based on the principles of independent living, accessible univer-
sal design and diversity. Students with disabilities who anticipate needing an academic
accommodation in this course should provide me with the proper documentation from the
Disability Services Center within the first week of class.

4.6 Diversity

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte is committed to equality of educational op-
portunity and does not discriminate against applicants, students, or employees based on
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race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression,
age, or disability. In keeping with this commitment, UNC Charlotte actively seeks to pro-
mote diversity in its educational environment through its recruitment, enrollment, and hiring
practices.

4.7 Courtesy in the Classroom

Attention to classroom courtesy is necessary to ensure that all students have the opportunity
to learn without distraction. As such, cell phones should be turned off or silenced during
class and put away. Do not talk on your cell phone or text message during class. You are
permitted to use laptops during class, but I reserve the right to ask you to put your laptop
away if you are using it for purposes unaffiliated with my course. Please be on time to class
and remain in class until you are dismissed. Being late to class is a sign of disrespect towards
the instructor and your fellow students. Please refrain from talking during lectures, as well
as when other students are speaking. Similarly, please respect the opinions of your fellow
students, even if you are in disagreement with them. Repeated disruption of class may lead
to your being asked to leave the classroom and/or a reduction of your final grade.

5 Course Schedule

This schedule is a guide for the course and is subject to change at my discretion with appro-
priate notice. Please read the appropriate readings before the course period for which they
are listed below.

Week 1

Wednesday, January 9, 2013: Introduction
Reading 1 : Course Syllabus

Week 2

Monday, January 14, 2013: Constructing Theories
Reading 1 : Nau, pg. 1-15

Wednesday, January 16, 2013: Theoretical Perspectives in International Pol-
itics
Reading 1 : Nau, pg. 29-68

Week 3

Monday, January 21, 2013: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (No Class)

Wednesday, January 23, 2013: Modern International Politics
Reading 1 : Nau, Chapter 2
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Week 4

Monday, January 28, 2013: Modern International Politics
Reading 1 : Nau, pg. 139-156
Reading 2 : Nau, pg. 160-186

Wednesday, January 30, 2013: Interests, Interactions, and Institutions
Readings : Iraq Readings #1 (available on Moodle)

Week 5

Monday, February 4, 2013: Cooperation and Bargaining
Reading 1 : Nau, pg. 503-512

Wednesday, February 6, 2013: Formalizing Strategic Interactions - Game Theory
Reading 1 : Game Theory Primer (available on Moodle)
Reading 2 : Nau, pg. 23-28

Week 6

Monday, February 11, 2012: Exam Review
Note: Please come prepared with questions!

Wednesday, February 13, 2013: Exam #1
Note: Bring a #2 pencil to exam.

Week 7

Monday, February 18, 2013: Bargaining and War
Reading 1 : Fearon (1995) article (available on Moodle)

Wednesday, February 20, 2013: Bargaining and War
Reading 1 : Iraq Readings #2 (available on Moodle)

Week 8

Monday, February 25, 2013: Bargaining and War
Reading 1 : Challenges in Defining an Israeli-Palestinian Border (available on Moodle)

Wednesday, February 27, 2013: War and Domestic Politics
Reading 1 : TBA
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Week 9

Monday, March 4, 2013: Spring Break - No Class

Wednesday, March 6, 2013: Spring Break - No Class

Week 10

Monday, March 11, 2013: War and International Institutions
Reading 1 : Nau, Chapter 3

Wednesday, March 13, 2013: War and International Institutions
Reading 1 : Nau, pg. 199-211

Week 11

Monday, March 18, 2013: Exam Review
Note: Please come prepared with questions!

Wednesday, March 20, 2013: Exam #2
Note: Bring a #2 pencil to the exam.

Week 12

Monday, March 25, 2013: International Trade
Reading 1 : Nau, pg. 328-346

Wednesday, March 27, 2013: International Trade
Reading 1 : Nau, pg. 313-323

Week 13

Monday, April 1, 2013: International Financial Relations
Reading 1 : Nau, pg. 346-360

Wednesday, April 3, 2013: International Financial Relations
Reading 1 : Nau, Chapter 11
Reading 2 : Nau, pg. 499-503

Week 14

Monday, April 8, 2013: International Monetary Relations
Reading 1 : Nau, pg. 309-313

Wednesday, April 10, 2013: International Monetary Relations
Reading 1 : None
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Week 15

Monday, April 15, 2013: Transnational Networks: Global Civil Society
Reading 1 : Nau, Chapter 15

Wednesday, April 17, 2013: Transnational Networks: Terrorism
Reading 1 : Lake (2002) article (available on Moodle)

Week 16

Monday, April 22, 2013: Transnational Networks: Terrorism
Reading 1 : Nau, Chapter 7

Wednesday, April 24, 2013: Conclusion: Understanding the Democratic Peace
Reading 1 : Nau, Conclusion

Week 17

Monday, April 29, 2013: Exam Review
Note: Please come prepared with questions!

FINAL EXAM

Wednesday, May 8, 2013: 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

6 Syllabus Changes

The policies, assignments and readings contained in this syllabus are subject to change with
advance notice.

7


