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1 Course Description

This course examines some of the primary theories of the origins and termination of interstate
conflict. The course begins with a discussion of the logic and empirical support for a number
of popular questions and hypotheses. Do leaders start wars to divert attention from domestic
problems? Does trade promote peace? Do alliances deter or entrap? Do arms races promote
peace? Does a balance of power promote peace? All of these questions provide information
that will help us answer the primary question of the course: Given that war is costly, why
are states unable to reach a settlement short of the major use of armed force? The course
concludes with a discussion of the origins and terminations of several major wars, including
World War I, World War II, the Korean War and the Iraq War.

This course has two general goals. The first is for students to understand the strategic
dynamics that lead to the outbreak and cessation of war. The second is for students to
develop their own theories about international conflict, and then test them using comparative
case studies and/or quantitative data.

2 Reading Material

Our main texts for the course:

Blainey, Geoffrey. 1988. The Causes of War, 3rd edition. New York: The Free Press. ISBN:
978-0029035917.

Reiter, Dan. 2009. How Wars End. Princeton University Press. ISBN: 978-0691140605
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• Many of the readings for the course will come from these books. They are available
at the University bookstore and Grey’s Bookstore, as well as online retailers such as
Amazon.

• Many additional readings will be made available for download on the course website.
The site can be accessed by logging into your student account: http://canvas.uncc.edu.

• Although I will do my best to make most assigned readings available on Canvas, if a
reading does not appear there, it is your responsibility to find the reading (online or
through the library).

• It is your responsibility to download and print the readings individually prior to each
class.

• You are expected to do the assigned readings before the class period indicated on the
syllabus.

3 Prerequisite

The prerequisite for the course is the successful completion of Political Science Research
Methods (POLS2220).

4 Evaluation

• International Wars Online Quiz (50 points)

• Midterm (100 points)

• Quizzes (100 points – 5 quizzes at 20 points each)

• Paper Assignments (100 points – 4 assignments at 25 points each)

• Final Paper (100 points)

• Oral Presentation (50 points)

Total Points = 500 points
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4.1 International Wars Quiz

In the first few weeks of class, you will be given a list of international wars, and you will
be asked to look up basic information on each conflict. You will then take an online quiz
about the conflicts through the course Canvas site. You will have a specific window of time

to take the online quiz, and you can only take the quiz in one sitting. The purpose of this
assignment is to make sure that students are familiar with the key players, origins and
outcomes of various conflicts that we will be referencing throughout the course.

4.2 Exam

You will take one (1) midterm exam in this course. The midterm exam will cover material
from lectures and readings assigned during the first half of the course. It will contain pre-
dominately multiple choice and true/false questions and will count for 100 points of your
final course grade.

4.3 Quizzes

You will take six (6) quizzes in this course. Quizzes may or may not be announced prior to
the day they are given. As a result, it is important to attend class regularly to ensure that
you are present for quizzes. The quizzes are not intended to trick you; they are intended
to ensure that you are doing the class readings in a timely manner and that you have been
paying attention to previous lectures. Your lowest quiz score will be dropped from your final
grade, and you will receive credit for the remaining five (5) quizzes.

4.4 Research Paper

You will complete a 15-20 page research paper in this course. You may choose to complete
a study using either case comparisons or quantitative data. If you choose to complete
a quantitative analysis, data for the analysis will be provided for you. You will turn in
four portions of the paper over the course of the semester: 1) the research question(s) and
hypotheses, 2) a list of sources, 3) the literature review and theory, and 4) the research
design. Each of these sections counts for 25 points, and you will receive feedback on each
one so that you can make revisions before turning in the final paper. The final, polished
version of the complete paper, due the last week of class, counts for an additional 100 points.
The writing segment of the course therefore comprises a total of 200 points. Additional
information on the research paper will be made available on Canvas.
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4.5 Oral Presentation

In November and December, all students will be scheduled to make a 10-15 minute presenta-
tion of the highlights of their study. Students will also be expected to answer questions from
the class about their study. The oral presentation counts for 50 points of the final grade. The
schedule of presentation dates and times will be made available on Canvas. If you miss your
designated presentation time, you will not be allowed to make it up. And since this class
satisfies one of your oral communications requirements, you cannot pass the class without
completing the presentation. In other words, if you miss your presentation, you fail

this class.

4.6 Grading Scale

A 90-100
B 80-89
C 70-79
D 60-69
F 59 and below

5 Administrative Policies

5.1 Course Website and Email

The course website can be accessed through Canvas (canvas.uncc.edu). Please check this site
regularly for readings, assignments, and other updates. Announcements may be sent out via
email or posted directly on Canvas. You are responsible for all information disseminated via
Canvas and/or email.

If you send me an email during business hours (8 am-5 pm) on a weekday, I will respond to
you that same day. If you send me an email during non-business hours, or on a weekend or
holiday, I will respond to you the following business day.

5.2 Attendance

I do not take attendance in this course. However, I cannot stress enough how important it
is to attend class. Many students find the course challenging, and most of the readings are
demanding and will require clarification. Furthermore, I will often discuss information in
class that is not included in the readings. You will be responsible for that information on
the midterm and quizzes, and I will not repeat the information to you one-on-one during my
office hours. As a result, it is to your benefit to attend class regularly. In addition, missing
just a couple of the in-class quizzes can dramatically harm your grade. In other words, you
may miss class at your own risk.
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5.3 Absences from Exams and Late Work

Missed exams will only be rescheduled if you have received prior approval of your absence
and you have documentation explaining why you cannot be in class that day. Makeup

quizzes will not be permitted under any circumstances, but please remember that I do drop
your lowest quiz grade.

5.4 Academic Integrity

Each student in this course is expected to abide by the UNC Charlotte Code of Student
Academic Integrity. In short, this means that cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.
Students violating the Academic Honesty Policy in this course will receive a minimum penalty
of a grade of zero for the assignment or test in question and may receive an “F” in the course
and referral to Judicial Services.

5.5 Students with Disabilities

UNC Charlotte is committed to ensuring equal academic opportunities and inclusion for
students with disabilities based on the principles of independent living, accessible univer-
sal design and diversity. Students with disabilities who anticipate needing an academic
accommodation in this course should provide me with the proper documentation from the
Disability Services Center within the first week of class.

5.6 Diversity

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte is committed to equality of educational op-
portunity and does not discriminate against applicants, students, or employees based on
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression,
age, or disability. In keeping with this commitment, UNC Charlotte actively seeks to pro-
mote diversity in its educational environment through its recruitment, enrollment, and hiring
practices.

5.7 Courtesy in the Classroom

Attention to classroom courtesy is necessary to ensure that all students have the opportunity
to learn without distraction. As such, cell phones should be turned off or silenced during
class and put away. Do not talk on your cell phone or text message during class. You are
permitted to use laptops during class, but I reserve the right to ask you to put your laptop
away if you are using it for purposes unaffiliated with my course. Please be on time to class
and remain in class until you are dismissed. Being late to class is a sign of disrespect towards
the instructor and your fellow students. Please refrain from talking during lectures, as well

5



as when other students are speaking. Similarly, please respect the opinions of your fellow
students, even if you are in disagreement with them. Repeated disruption of class may lead
to your being asked to leave the classroom and/or a reduction of your final grade.

6 Course Schedule

This schedule is a guide for the course and is subject to change at my discretion with appro-
priate notice. Please read the appropriate readings before the course period for which they
are listed below.

Week 1

Monday, August 24, 2016: Course Introduction
Reading 1 : Course Syllabus

Week 2

Monday, August 29, 2016: On War
Reading 1 : Clausewitz, Carl Von. 1984 [1832]. On War. Michael Howard and Peter Paret,
editors and translators. Princeton: Princeton University Press. Book 1: Ch. 1, 2, 6 and 7.

Wednesday, August 31, 2016: On War
Reading 1 : Clausewitz, Carl Von. 1984 [1832]. On War. Michael Howard and Peter Paret,
editors and translators. Princeton: Princeton University Press. Book 8: pg. 577-637.

Week 3

Monday, September 5, 2016: Labor Day (No Class)

Wednesday, September 7, 2016: Mystery of Peace
Reading 1 : Blainey, pg. 3-34.
Assignment Due: International Wars Online Quiz

Week 4

Monday, September 12, 2016: Web of War
Reading 1 : Blainey, pg. 35-86.
Assignment Due: Research Question and Hypotheses

Wednesday, September 14, 2016: Web of War
Reading 1 : Blainey, pg. 87-126.
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Week 5

Monday, September 19, 2016: Elusive Warmongers
Reading 1 : Blainey, pg. 127-176.
Assignment Due: Bibliography

Wednesday, September 21, 2016: Varieties of War
Reading 1 : Blainey, pg. 177-295.

Week 6

Monday, September 26, 2016: Varieties of War
Reading 1 : Blainey, pg. 177-295.

Wednesday, September 28, 2016: Theories of War: Realism
Reading 1 : Wagner, R. Harrison. 2007. War and the State. Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, pg. 13-36.
Reading 2 : Thucydides. 1998 [431 B.C.]. The Peloponnesian War, New York: Norton Crit-
ical Edition.

Week 7

Monday, October 3, 2016: Theories of War: Bargaining Model
Reading 1 : Fearon, James D. 1995. “Rationalist Explanations for War.” International Or-

ganization 49: 379-414.
Reading 2 : Powell, Robert. 2006. “War as a Commitment Problem.” International Organi-

zation 60 (Winter): 169-203.
Assignment Due: Literature Review and Theory

Wednesday, October 5, 2016: Theories of War: Bargaining Model
Reading 1 : Wagner, R. Harrison. 2000. “Bargaining and War.” American Journal of Polit-

ical Science 44 (3): 469-484.
Reading 2 : Lake, David. 2010/2011. “Two Cheers for Bargaining Theory: Assessing Ratio-
nalist Explanations of the Iraq War.” International Security 35(3): 7-52.

Week 8

Monday, October 10, 2016: Fall Break (No Class)

Wednesday, October 12, 2016: Theories of War: Leaders and Institutions
Reading 1 : Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce, James D. Morrow, Randolph M. Siverson, and Alas-
tair Smith. 1999. “An Institutional Explanation of the Democratic Peace.” American

Political Science Review 93: 791-807.
Reading 2 : Debs, Alexandre and Hein Goemans. 2010. “Regime Type, the Fate of Leaders,
and War.” American Political Science Review 104 (3): 430-445.
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Week 9

Monday, October 17, 2016: World War I
Reading 1 : Strachan, Hew. 2001. The First World War: To Arms. New York: Oxford
University Press: pg. 1-102.

Wednesday, October 19, 2016: Exam Review - Please come prepared with ques-
tions

Week 10

Monday, October 24, 2016: MIDTERM

Note: Please bring a #2 pencil to the exam.

Wednesday, October 26, 2016: Research Design + World War II in Europe
Reading 1 : Taylor, AJP. 1961. The Origins of the Second World War. New York: Simon
and Schuster: pg. 215-247.
Reading 2 : Copeland, Dale. 2000. “The Rise of Russia and the Outbreak of World War II”
in The Origins of Major War. Cornell: Cornell University Press: pg. 118-145.

Week 11

Monday, October 31, 2016: World War II in Asia
Reading 1 : Iriye, Akira. 1987. Origins of the Second World War in Asia and the Pacific.
New York: Longman: pg. 140-186.
Assignment Due: Research Design

Wednesday, November 2, 2016: How Wars End
Reading 1 : Reiter, Theory: pg. 1-50.

Week 12

Monday, November 7, 2016: How Wars End
Reading 1 : Reiter, Korean War: pg. 63-91.

Wednesday, November 9, 2016: How Wars End
Reading 1 : Reiter, Germany, 1917-1919: pg. 165-185.
Reading 2 : Reiter, Japan, 1944-1945: pg. 186-210.

Week 13

Monday, November 14, 2016: Student Presentations

Wednesday, November 16, 2016: Student Presentations
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Week 14

Monday, November 21, 2016: Student Presentations

Wednesday, November 23, 2016: Thanksgiving Break (No Class)

Week 15

Monday, November 28, 2016: Student Presentations

Wednesday, November 30, 2016: Student Presentations

Week 16

Monday, December 5, 2016: Student Presentations

Wednesday, December 7, 2016: Student Presentations

Wednesday, December 14, 2016: FINAL PAPER DUE by 5 p.m.

Syllabus Changes

The policies, assignments and readings contained in this syllabus are subject to change with
advance notice.
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